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IMMEDIATELY

UM, MISSOULA RADIO STATIONS TO RELOCATE
TRANSMITTERS NORTH OF MISSOULA
MISSOULA-The University of Montana and Missoula radio station KYSS-FM announced Friday that
construction has begun on a unique radio transmission facility at the top of Big Sky
Mountain 11 miles north of Missoula.
Chester M. Murphy, president and general manager of KYSS and

KYSS-F~1

and Philip J.

Hess, chairman of the ill-1 Radio-Television Department, which operates station KUFM, said
the Federal Communications Commission has approved the relocation of the two stations'
transmitters and antennas to the mountain top location.

Murphy and Hess said the

cooperative installation is the only such instance in Montana and one of few in the nation
where a commercial broadcaster and a noncommercial radio station will share transmitter
building and tower.
UM President Robert T. Pantzer told Murphy, "I wish to express appreciation on behalf
of the University of Montana for your cooperative efforts in bringing about this 'joint
venture' which is certainly of benefit to the University of Montana and hopefully also to
your company."
KUFM had increased transmitter power last January following receipt of a $31,120 gran
from the U. S. Department of Health, Education and Welfare.

The higher power transmitter,

located on the campus, caused interference with some nearby equipment, however, and made
the move to Big Sky Mountain a necessity.

Murphy said

KYSS-F~1

\<Jas, at the same time,

looking to a mountain top location to increase its coverage area.

"The cooperative effort

makes it possible for both of us to make the move now--both technically and financially
attractive," Murphy said.
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KYSS-FM stereo went on the air in May 1969, with a power of 2.85 kilowatts.

With the

mo'.·e to Big Sky M01.mtain, the station will increase power to 30.20 kilowatts and change
frequency to 94.9 megahertz.

KUFM, which started in January 1965, with 28.5 watts will

increase power to 7.4 kilowatts at 89.1 megahertz.
Durell Kinghorn, chief engineer of KUFM, said the increased power of the station will
permit coverage from Darby to Kalispell.

Jim Goodrich, operations manager at KYSS said

his station's increased power coupled with the new antenna altitude of 7,640 feet
~bove

sea level will mean coverage of 32,630 square miles.
Goodrich and Kinghorn said the increased coverage will put the stations• signals

into several areas, such as Thompson Falls, which now do not receive any Montana radio
stations in the daytime.
The stations will begin broadcasting frr ·: their new location about the middle of
October pending final FCC approval of the installation.
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